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Welcome to this edition of ArabNeWS, the 
Dundee United weekly eNewsletter.  

This week's transfer deadline saw some hectic activity 
with the exciting arrival of the very experienced and 
versatile Scottish internationalist, Scott Severin who 
made the permanent switch to Tannadice from Watford. 
He will undoubtedly receive a special welcome next 
week from Arabs and Dons fans if he makes his debut 
versus the former team he captained for a couple of 
years. This is a wise move by Peter Houston who is well 
aware of Scott's playing abilities and leadership qualities. 
I am sure he will be an excellent role model for our 
younger players. 
 
Sadly, Francisco Sandaza, Jennison Myrie-Williams and 
Damian Casalinouvo were three notable departures and 
we thank them for their sterling contributions and wish 
them well with their future careers. Every supporter and 
Manager would love to keep a large pool of experienced 
players which keeps everyone on their toes and covers 
suspensions/injuries but there needs to be a balance 
with opportunities for developing young talent. I am 
looking forward to the likes of Johnny Russell, Ryan Dow 
and Scott Allan now staking their claim for a starting spot 
during the course of this season. Best of luck to Dale 
Hilson and Ross McCord who are both out on loan until 
the end of the year, to Forfar and Montrose respectively.  
 
Personally, I am very pleased that Craig Conway is still 
at Tannadice after Middlesbrough failed to improve their 
original offer. Craig has handled all the speculation well 
and his performances have not been affected. Thankfully 
he remains a very important player for our team. He 
deserved to get his name on the score sheet against 
Hearts and only two terrific late saves by Kello denied 
the wee winger in a lively encounter at Tynecastle.  
 
However, Morgaro Gomis demonstrated how to hit the 
back of the net with a stunning strike. Perhaps we should 
rest him more often because his arrival as a substitute 
had a huge impact on the game? He seemed really keen 
to prove a point to our coaching team.  
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This week also saw Dundee United drawn away to Ross 
County in the Third Round of the Co-Operative 
Insurance Cup. This is our third cup tie with the boys 
from Dingwall in a year and continues a remarkable 
sequence of away ties in both domestic competitions. 
This unfortunate feature seems to have coincided with 
my purchase of Cup Top-ups! Well the consolation is 
that our record on the road is fantastic. We have only lost 
3 competitive away games in the last 12 months.  
 
Despite the surreal events in Athens last week almost all 
travellers had a memorable trip and will have fond 
memories of the occasion. It's a pity some stalwarts 
missed the experience. (No one would have loved the 
trip more than Stan Frew and I note the first anniversary 
of his death recently passed.) There is no doubt in my 
mind that if the game had continued for another five 
minutes we would have secured a priceless victory. 
Everyone associated with the Club were brilliant 
ambassadors and our dignity in the bizarre situation was 
maintained with our heads held proudly high. UEFA 
however really need to address concerns that will be 
presented via an SFA report. UEFA appeared to operate 
double standards when it came to applying their own 
rules and regulations. On their own website they even 
proclaim, "UEFA is committed to ensuring that the needs 
of supporters are properly taken into account" but in 
practice there was absolutely no consultation in Athens 
with any supporter representatives. Total hypocrisy. 
Many fans did feel cheated and robbed of experiencing 
the full atmosphere of attending a proper European 
game in front of thousands of passionate Athenians.  
 
On a brighter note, I like to report that Shug Falconer, 
Chair of the Federation of DUSC has very kindly donated 
a £680 ticket refund to the United For Kids Scheme. 
Jon Daly, via Club Secretary, Spence Anderson 
generously distributed the player comps last week to 
fans entering the Karaiskakis Stadium and these lucky 
punters were eligible for a £17 refund on return to 
Dundee but our unselfish supporters decided en masse 
to give away their allocation to charity. Another reason 
why I am proud to be an Arab. Congratulations all round. 
 
With over 800 copies sold in the first week of release, the 
limited edition Centenary Silver DVD is proving to be 
extremely popular. With no guarantee of a further supply 
being received, make sure you get your copy before 
stock runs out. Also still on sale is Tangerine Files 
Volume 5, "The Centenary Edition", which features five 
exclusive match highlights plus all of our SPL goals from 
last season. Priced at only £9.99 this is available from 
the ArabZONE Kitroom and the ticket office in the Club 
Shop and makes a great companion DVD to Centenary 
Silver. 
 
Although there's no first team action this weekend, 
ArabZONE subscribers will be able to enjoy two new 
memorable games - both against next week's opponents 
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Aberdeen. There's now over 50 classic domestic and 
European matches to choose from in the Memorable 
Games feature on ArabZONE and, of course, the current 
archive of SPL games is complete back to season 
2006/07. With a host of other features and a growing 
archive of files, ArabZONE is even better value than ever 
at just £1 per week still!  
 
The ArabZONE live audio commentary is proving to be a 
popular new feature, although the facilities at certain 
away grounds prevent the Zone commentators being 
able to broadcast live. To get around this, Dundee United 
Media is looking to recruit additional volunteers who 
would be interested in providing live commentary on an 
ad hoc or rota basis at certain away grounds only. These 
would be at Pittodrie, Rugby Park, St Mirren Park, 
Tynecastle, New Douglas Park and Inverness. If you're 
interested, email Derek Robertson at 
communications@dundeeunitedfc.co.uk. 
 
A reminder that tickets for our all ticket home match 
versus Aberdeen on 11 September 2010 are now on 
sale from the ticket office in Tannadice Street.  
 
Mike Barile 
Associate Director, ArabTRUST 
 
Stop Press: It has been confirmed that our Co-operative 
Insurance Cup tie versus Ross County has been 
selected for BBC live broadcast and will be played on 
Wednesday 22 September with a 7.30pm kick-off.  
 

        

 

 

 
Point Made at Tynecastle 
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Following an arduous trip to Greece, the United party arrived back in Scotland in the early 
hours of Friday morning. With just about enough time to recover, for the trip to Hearts on 
Sunday, Peter Houston made changes, restoring Daly and Goodwillie to the starting line up, 
along with Swanson. Gomis, Cadamarteri and David Robertson dropped out along with 
Dixon, the latter replaced by Douglas. 
 
Before United could get any sort of rhythm established, Swanson went off injured and was 
replaced by David Robertson. Hearts took advantage of their better possession in the first 
half and led by a single goal at half time. After the break United began to take control and 
with Gomis on for Watson, the Manager reshuffled. United were handed a golden 
opportunity to level the match from the spot but Daly saw his effort saved. United then went 
with three strikers when Shala came on for Scott Robertson and with the Hearts on the 
defensive, the Terrors finally grabbed the equaliser with a stunning Gomis volley, five 
minutes from the end. In the closing stages, Conway had two good chances to win the 
match. 
 
Peter Houston was full of praise for the players. They showed immense character to get the 
equaliser and the improved second half perhaps warranted all three points as Hearts were 
forced on to the back foot. The Manager was very pleased with the level of effort and 
commitment.  



 

 
Pics by Mike Bishop (HOMFC); words by Steve Gracie, Arabest Publishing. 
 
Telling the Story of Dundee United 
A Passion For Survival: Dundee United A Comprehensive History 1909-1945 
The Rise Of The Terrors: Dundee United A Comprehensive History 1945-1979 
The Shed Go Marching On: Dundee United A Comprehensive History 1979-2009 
The Official Dundee United Quiz Book  

  

   

 

 

 

European Escapade Ends  
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After all the shenanigans in the lead up to the second leg of the Europa League play-off 
against AEK Athens, United met the Greek side at the home of their local rivals Olympiacos. 
Whilst Arabs were accommodated, the AEK Athens supporters were excluded, making for a 
somewhat bizarre atmosphere in a stadium capable of holding more than 30,000.  
 
There were two changes to the line up, with Goodwillie and Daly dropping out in favour of 
David Robertson and Cadamarteri, in a changed formation. In the second half, both strikers 
came on along with Swanson as the latter stages of the match saw United revert to a 4-4-2 
set up. 
 
On a hot sticky evening, the Tangerines started slowly as the Greek side had the early 
chances and just as United were coming into the game, AEK Athens went in front from a 
corner. Throughout the match the home side had more possession and the statistics show 
they were more active in attack but United played well and as the game wore on the 
prospect of a United goal looked more likely. When it came, the equaliser from Daly was well 
deserved as United refused to give up. In the closing stages the Greek side were on the 
back foot as United pressed for the goal which would have won the tie. Swanson came close 
near the end but, it was not to be and United went out, with pride restored after a couple of 
disappointing performances.  
 
Peter Houston felt that United will learn a lot from this European experience and he praised 
the players and the fans for a great effort. The European adventure may be over but United's 
players, staff and travelling support ensured that United's reputation on the European stage 
was again enhanced.  
 
Pics by Kara Griffiths; words by Steve Gracie, Arabest Publishing. 
 
Telling the Story of Dundee United 
A Passion For Survival: Dundee United A Comprehensive History 1909-1945 
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The Rise Of The Terrors: Dundee United A Comprehensive History 1945-1979 
The Shed Go Marching On: Dundee United A Comprehensive History 1979-2009 
The Official Dundee United Quiz Book  

  

   

 

 

 

 

Harley the Lobster  

 

By John Paul Breslin  
 
Mike Barile is Associate Director of Dundee 
United supporters' group the ArabTRUST.  
 
He represents fans during meetings with the 
Club's board of directors and is often contacted 
by people who want to raise a range of issues 
with the team's top brass.  
 
But last week he got probably his strangest call 
yet. A friend phoned to say they'd spotted 
something in a fishing magazine that might be 
of interest. A fisherman working off the coast of 
Yorkshire had caught a bizarre looking lobster. 
One half of the crustacean was bright orange 
while the other half was black. Odder still, the 
claw on the orange side of the body was black 
while the pincer on the darker half was orange. 
One-off Experts said the lobster was a complete 
one-off. The fisherman saved the curious 
creature from the pot and donated it to 
Scarborough Sealife Centre. Staff there named 
their new addition Harley Quinn - on account of 
his patterned shell.  
 
Mike's pal said he thought the crustacean would 
make a great mascot for Dundee United given the team colours. The club's badge even 
features alternating segments of black and orange just like the lobster's shell. Mike thought it 
sounded like a fun idea and started looking into how fans could claim Harley Quinn as one of 
their own. Suddenly he had a brainwave on how to put the Arab arthropod to work!  
 
Like most football fans, Mike followed this year's World Cup and was intrigued by news 
stories about Paul the psychic octopus. The tentacled seer is kept in an aquarium in 
Germany and correctly predicted six of the country's results during the competition. He 
decides which team will win each game by choosing a mussel from one of two jars labelled 
with either of the national flags of the competing teams. Predict Mike wondered if Harley 
could predict Dundee United games using a similar method! So he contacted the sea life 
centre and spoke to staff. They loved his idea and said they'd test out Harley's psychic 
abilities. Dundee United's first game of the season was against St Mirren yesterday. Before 
kick off, staff put the badges of each club outside Harley's tank where he could see them. 
They also put a line of food in the tank in front of each badge.  
 
With the pincer predictor set up Harley was let loose to see which pile of treats he'd choose 
first. Within moments he'd sidled up to the grub at the United badge. In the end he was only 
half right - the game was a 1-1 draw! Mike would have preferred it if Harley's prediction had 
come true, but knows that whatever happens this season it's sure to be a claws call.  
 
PS. Note Sky Sports are also going to feature Harley on Saturday!  

  

 

   

 

 

Former Taypools Manager Alistair White   

http://www.arabtrust.co.uk/


 
The former Manager of Dundee 
United's Taypools, Alistair 
White, has died aged 85. 
 
Mr White was involved with the 
scheme, set up in the mid-
1950s to generate cash for 
United, when it became the 
biggest club pools outfit in the 
country. 
 
Dundee United Sportsman's 
Club regularly provided 
substantial donations which 
transformed the fortunes of the 
Club. The creation of Taypools 
by the DUSC was perhaps the 
pivotal moment in the history of 
Dundee United. At its peak, 
95,000 people played every 
week and this generated an 
annual income equivalent in 
today's terms of £5 million. After 
deducting all costs (including 
prizes and commission) this 
would provide £1.5 million per 
annum to the Club. 
 
The pools were wound up in 
1991 and replaced by the 

Dundee United Development Association who now operate the new Tannadice Lottery, 
50/50 Half-time Draw and various Superdraws. 
 
Born in Dundee, Mr White was educated at Morgan Academy before starting work in the 
insurance industry. 
 
He was appointed manager of Taypools in 1957 but decided on a complete change of 
course 10 years later and trained as a teacher. 
 
He was latterly head of the Commercial Department at Carnoustie HS. 
 
After he retired, he cared for his wife Betty until her death. His second daughter Alison died 
in 1980. 
 
He is survived by sons Ian and Andy and daughter Pauline.  

 

  

   

 

 

 

Awards Dinner   



 

 
After the massive success of last season, what better way to relive it than to celebrate at The 
Dundee United Annual Awards Dinner.  
 
On September 11th at the Hilton Hotel, The Awards Evening will feature presentations to the 
players who have won such categories as Player & Young Player Of The Year, Goal Of The 
Season, Under 19's Player Of the Year and Moment Of The Season.  
 



 
 


